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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1919. 


Aspect  ... 

• • • 

Facing  South  and  West. 

Height  above  Sea  Level 

From  190  feet  to  22  feet  at  the  Sea-wall. 

Area  ...  ... 

• • • 

. 1,594*75  acres. 

Water  Supply  ... 

• • • 

Obtained  from  Chalk  Downs  ; pure  and 
well  aerated. 

Drainage 

• • * 

t 

Water-carriage  system  ; modern. 

Rateable  Value 

• • • 

1919— £426,108. 

i For  Birth  Rate,  45,990. 

Population 

. . . ■ 

(For  Death  Rate,  44,149. 

Birth-rate 

... 

11*09. 

Death-rate 

13*2 

Infantile  Mortality.  ...  47  per  1,000  births. 


^Sorougf)  of 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  1919. 


To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Hove. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

After  an  interval  of  four  years,  during  3J  of  which  I was 
absent  on  Military  Service,  I have  much  pleasure  in  again  pre- 
senting my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough. 

On  my  return  to  duty  in  February,  I was  glad  to  find  that 
there  had  been  no  serious  incidence  of  epidemic  disease,  with  the 
exception  of  Influenza  ; and  that  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  depart- 
ment had  been  carried  out  as  well  as  possible  under  the  difficult 
conditions  of  the  war. 

There  had  been  a great  influx  of  persons  from  other  districts, 
and  as  a result,  together  with  the  cessation  of  house  building,  all 
available  houses  and  rooms  were  occupied.  Although  instances  of 
overcrowding  were  not  more  than  in  previous  years,  in  some  houses 
the  conditions  were  very  bad,  and  it  has  been  difficult  to  get  these 
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remedied,  because  no  better  accommodation  could  be  found. 
This  want  of  room  has  been  most  injurious  to  children  and  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The  internal  condition  of  some  of 
the  working-class  houses  is  far  from  satisfactory,  owing  to  the 
want  of  the  usual  cleansing  and  repairs ; much  must  soon  be  done, 
or  the  health  of  the  occupants  will  suffer. 

The  increased  price  of  milk  has  been  much  felt  in  cases  of  ill- 
ness among  adults  and  older  children  ; milk  for  mothers  and  young 
children  has  been  supplied  where  necessary  through  the  Child 
Welfare  Centre,  and  this  has  been  of  incalculable  benefit  to  their 
health. 

The  chief  extension  of  work  during  1919  has  been  in  the 
scheme  for  Child  Welfare,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the  Report ; 
in  the  near  future  advance  will  lie  rather  in  perfecting  the  details, 
and  endeavouring  to  reach  all  the  mothers  and  children  who  need 
help  than  in  any  more  obvious  extension. 

The  problem  of  the  disposal  of  house  refuse,  which  has  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  Council  for  some  years,  and  would  have  been 
settled  but  for  the  war,  has  been  again  thoroughly  considered, 
and  it  now  only  remains  to  get  the  crushing  apparatus  and  buildings, 
which  you  decided  upon  in  1915,  erected  and  at  work. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Population. — The  Registrar  General  gives  two  estimates 
for  1919,  viz.,  44,149  for  civilians  only,  upon  which  the 
mortality  rates  are  reckoned  ; and  45,990,  including  men  in  the 
Services,  upon  which  the  birth-rate  is  reckoned.  The  Census 
population  (1911)  was  42,173. 

Births. — -The  registered  births  were  510,  the  birth  rate  1T09. 
That  of  England  and  Wales  was  18*5.  The  illegitimate  births 
formed  9*8  per  cent,  of  all  births. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  of  Hove  residents,  whether  they  happened 
here  or  elsewhere,  numbered  586  ; the  death  rate  was  13 -2.  That 
of  England  and  Wales  was  13' 8. 

The  excess  of  deaths  over  births,  which  has  marked  the  Hove 
vital  statistics  in  several  recent  years,  is  an  indication  of  a gradual 
alteration  in  the  age  constitution  of  the  population  ; this  was 
called  attention  to  in  my  Report  for  the  year  1913,  when  the 
Census  of  1911  supplied  the  ages  of  residents.  At  that  date  the 
percentage  of  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age  to  the  total 
deaths  was  43  ; in  1914  it  was  49  ; in  1919  it  was  over  53.  In 
the  last  two  years  this  was  partly  due  to  an  increase  in  deaths  from 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  which  may  have  followed  Influenza, 
but  the  deaths  from  Influenza  alone  in  1919,  as  in  1918,  were 
more  numerous  under  65  than  over  it. 
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Causes  of  Death,  Hove,  1919. 


All  causes 

Males. 
...  264 

Females. 
...  322 

Diphtheria 

2 

5 

Influenza 

17 

22 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

15 

13 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

3 

6 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

31 

48 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

27 

44 

Bronchitis 

14 

20 

Pneumonia 

17 

17 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

4 

2 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

3 

1 

Appendicitis  ... 

0 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

4 

2 

Nephritis  and  Bright's  Disease 

9 

10 

Parturition 

0 

3 

Congenital  Debility  ... 

9 

4 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

6 ‘ 

7 

Suicide  ... 

2 

3 

Other  defined  diseases 

98 

108  . 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

0 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water  Supply.— All  houses  have  a constant  service  of  water, 
which  is  obtained  by  the  Brighton  Corporation  from  deep  borings 
in  the  chalk.  The  water  is  rather  hard,  containing  about  12  grains 
of  chalk  in  a gallon.  It  is  very  pure,  and  forms  a a excellent 
table  water. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — There  was  no  reconstruction  or 
alteration  of  sewers,  and  little  of  house  drains.  The  water  carriage 
system  is  general,  with  fittings  of  modern  types. 

House  Refuse. — This  has  been  collected  once  a week  from  all 
houses  by  means  of  steam  wagons,  which  carry  an  average  load  of 
3J  tons  ; this  work  is  in  the  hands  of  a contractor.  The  Council 
have  ordered  4 electrically  propelled  wagons,  with  which  they 
propose  to  carry  out  the  collection  through  their  own  staff. 

All  the  refuse  has  been  deposited  in  disused  chalk  pits. 

Various  methods  of  disposing  of  house  refuse  have  been  under 
consideration  during  this  year.  The  proposals  of  the  National 
Salvage  Council  were  carefully  examined  and  a deputation  visited 
Salvage  Works  in  London.  The  Committee  also  considered  a 
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scheme  of  fermentation  put  forward  by  an  Italian  firm,  and  had 
arranged  for  an  interview  with  a representative  from  Italy,  but 
this  was  not  carried  out  as  the  Italian  Government  vetoed  the 
proposal. 

It  was  then  decided  to  re-start  the  Crusher,  which  had  not  been 
at  work  since  1915,  and  to  proceed  with  the  scheme  sanctioned  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  which  provides  for  the  erection  of  3 more 
crushers.  Since  January,  1920,  the  one  crusher  has  produced 
over  70  tons  of  crushed  refuse  per  week,  which  has  been  disposed 
of  on  rail  to  a contractor. 


The  wagon  loads  of  refuse  collected  in  1919  were  : — 


January  ... 

295 

July 

290 

February  ... 

271 

August 

262 

March 

285 

September  ... 

278 

April 

280 

October 

291 

May 

296 

November  ... 

266  + 20  cart  loads. 

June 

259 

December  . . . 

294  + 50  cart  loads. 

Total : 3,367  wagon  loads  and  70  cart  loads  ; equal  to  11,826  tons*, 
or  386  tons  per  week. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Assistant  Inspector  Waters  returned  from  military  service  at 
the  end  of  January,  and  left  for  another  post  in  April,  to  be  suc- 
ceeded in  June  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Gardner.  Since  then  the  house  to 
house  inspection  has  been  resumed.  There  has  been  great  diffi- 
culty and  delay  in  getting  some  necessary  work  carried  out,  owing 
mainly  to  the  increased  cost,  which  bears  hardly  on  many  owners. 


ANNUAL  STATEMENT. 

Prepared  by  Mr.  H.  Herriott,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Statistics  of  Inspections,  Nuisances,  etc. 

Number  of  houses  or  premises  inspected  ... 

„ prem  ses  visited  on  house-to-house  inspection 

under  Housing  Acts  ...  

„ houses  in  which  defects  were  found 
,,  defects  found  to  exist 

„ houses  inspected  from  complaints  received 

,,  premises  inspected  after  complaints,  and  no 
nuisances  found 

,,  visits  in  respect  of  illness 

,,  visits  to  disinfect  rooms  or  removal  of  bedding 
for  disinfection 

,,  visits  for  sundry  purposes 

,,  re-visits  to  premises 

,,  statutory  notices  issued  ... 


1,474 


424 

856 

2,590 

284 

12 

203 


389 

1,894 

3,459 

131 
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Number  of  preliminary  and  verbal  notices  issued  for  the 

abatement  of  nuisances 

,,  visits  to  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops 

,,  visits  to  provision  shops 

, , smoke  observations 


890 

117 

1383 

23 


The  undermentioned  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  ; being  the  result  of  notices  issued  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  : — 


Number  of  drains  reconstructed  during  the  year  (total)  ...  9 

,,  drains  defective  and  unventilated ; recon- 
structed and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  drains  insufficiently  ventilated ; sufficiently 

ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

„ drains,  channels  or  dishing  to  gully  traps  repair- 
ed ; defective  traps  repaired  or  replaced 
with  new ; defective  or  unsealed  chamber 

covers  remedied  99 

„ choked  drains,  w.c.  or  traps  cleared  and 

cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

,,  defective  soil  pipes  or  ventilating  pipes 

remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

,,  rain-water  pipes  or  guttering  defective  or  choked, 

or  connected  directly  to  drain  or  soil-pipe ; 
repaired,  cleared  or  disconnected  from  drain  75 
,,  defective  water  closets  repaired,  cleansed,  or 

new  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  116 

,,  closets  or  urinals  with  defective  water  supply 

remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

,,  midden  closets  abolished 1 

„ premises  with  sanitary  conveniences  not  properly 
screened,  or  not  separate  for  sexes ; 

additional  conveniences  provided,  or  proper 

arrangements  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  defective  sinks,  baths  or  lavatory  basins  repaired 

or  replaced  by  new  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  defective  or  choked  waste  pipes  and  traps 

remedied  ...  27 

,,  yards,  areas,  and  wash-houses  re-paved  or  re- 
paired ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  yards  and  areas  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  houses  or  rooms  overcrowded  ; overcrowding 

abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

,,  rooms  cleansed  and  renovated,  and  rooms  con- 
taining dirty  or  verminous  bedding  cleansed  664 
» rooms  insufficiently  ventilated  or  lighted  ...  17 
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Number  of  rooms  having  defective  flooring,  or  the  air 

space  under  floors  insufficiently  or  not 
ventilated  and  defective  staircases  remedied  33 
,,  defective  roofs,  ceilings,  doors,  windows  and 

walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  206 

,,  houses  without  proper  water  supply  ; supply 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  insufficient  ashpits  or  dustbins  remedied  ...  215 

,,  accumulations  of  manure  or  of  other  refuse  re- 
moved ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

„ cesspools  emptied ...  2 

,,  animal  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

,,  smoke  nusiances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rag  Flock  Act. — Visits  were  paid  to  all  the  workshops  where 
flock  is  used,  and  samples  were  taken.  These  appeared  in  all 
cases  to  be  satisfactory,  and  therefore  none  was  sent  for  analysis. 

Schools. — There  has  been  no  occasion  to  close  any  of  the 
schools  on  account  of  infectious  disease.  German  Measles  con- 
tinued from  March  to  December,  being  of  a very  mild  type.  Chicken 
Pox  caused  many  absences  in  the  fourth  quarter.  Influenza 
occurred  in  March.  Two  schools  which  had  been  used  as  military 
hospitals  have  been  redecorated,  and  used  again  as  schools. 

FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — There  has  been  a great  improvement  in  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  milk  from  the  summer  onwards;  the  only 
difficulty  in  the  last  six  months  has  been  the  high  price.  Proper 
precautions  are  taken  at  all  the  dairies  to  keep  the  milk  cool  and 
free  from  contamination. 

No  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  tuberculous  milk. 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. — No  samples 
were  specially  purchased  under  these  regulations. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. — Milk  has  been  sup- 
plied to  necessitous  mothers  and  children,  both  as  Dried  Milk  and 
Fresh  Milk.  Dried  Milk  is  sold  at  the  Welfare  Centre  each  week, 
at  cost  price,  to  those  who  cannot  afford  more,  and  orders  are 
issued  for  a free  supply  where  necessary.  The  amount  given  free 
has  varied  from  6 lbs.  to  18  lbs.  per  week. 

Fresh  milk  is  ordered  from  the  dairyman  who  usually  supplies 
the  household;  the  amount  has  gradually  increased,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  38  persons  were  receiving  50  pints  per  day,  some 
free  of  cost,  and  some  at  half  price;  the  circumstances  of  the 
family  are  enquired  into ; nearly  all  of  the  mothers  and  children 
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attend  the  Welfare  Centre,  the  others  are  known  to  the  Health 
Visitor;  628  dinners  were  given  to  8 mothers. 

Other  Foods. — There  was  no  seizure  of  meat  or  other  foods. 

The  following  were  surrendered  to  the  Inspector  as  unfit  for 
food  and  were  destroyed,  viz.  : — 

I carcase  of  frozen  mutton. 

1 portion  of  a pig. 

1 side  and  8 pieces  of  bacon. 

24  frozen  rabbits. 

1 tin  of  compressed  beef. 

5 dozen  kidneys. 

1 Canadian  cheese. 

7 boxes  of  dates. 

2 boxes  of  butter. 

1 bag  of  potatoes. 

Damaged  Fruit. — In  July  I was  informed  by  a local  con- 
tractor that  he  wished  to  buy  some  hundreds  of  boxes  of  mixed 
dried  fruit  which  were  at  the  London  Docks.  These  had  been 
wetted  on  the  voyage  by  the  bursting  of  a steam  pipe,  and  it  was 
believed  that  they  could  be  saved  and  used  as  food  if  sorted  and 
dried.  This  was  confirmed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  Port  of  London,  who  released  the  goods,  which  arrived  after 
considerable  delay,  and  after  several  days’  sorting  proved  to  be  not 
worth  saving. 

Complaints  were  received  from  those  living  near  of  unpleasant 
smells  and  abundance  of  flies,  and  a letter  was  sent  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  who  asked  for  a report  on  the  matter.  The  business  of 
sorting  and  drying  was  however  stopped  soon  after  this. 

Shortly  afterwards  several  boxes  of  dates  were  received  from 
the  London  Docks  which  were  examined  by  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances.  Some  were  passed  as  fit  for  food  and  others  were 
condemned  and  used  for  pig  food  or  manure. 

It  seemed  advisable,  considering  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
food  of  this  kind,  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  save  as  much 
as  possible,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  delay  in  getting  the  fruit 
sent  here,  some  of  it  would  have  been  quite  sound. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.— The  samples  analysed  were  : 
New  milk,  113  ; Dried  milk,  1 ; Margarine,  1 ; Total,  115. 

11  samples  of  new  milk  were  deficient  in  fat ; 1 in  solids  not 

fat. 
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Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  one  vendor  whose  milk 
was  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  16*6  per  cent.,  but  were  after- 
wards withdrawn,  as  it  was  shown  that  the  fault  was  due  to  failure 
to  mix  the  milk  before  sale. 

It  was  the  dairyman’s  custom  to  put  the  milk  in  churns  and 
to  let  them  stand  for  an  hour  before  the  men  started  delivery. 
The  sample  was  drawn  from  a tap  at  the  bottom  of  the  churn.  On 
the  experiment  being  repeated  it  was  found  that  a sample 
taken  by  the  Inspector  when  the  churn  was  filled  gave  well 
over  3 per  cent,  of  fat,  but  another  taken,  as  the  original  sample 
was,  before  the  man  started  on  his  round,  gave  only  25  per 
cent. 

A letter  was  sent  to  the  local  Dairymen’s  Association  calling 
their  attention  to  the  case,  and  to  the  need  for  all  milk  in  churns 
and  pans  to  be  frequently  plunged  before  sale. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  list  of  diseases  which  are  required  to  be  notified  by  medical 
practitioners  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  increased 
during  the  year.  Measles  and  German  Measles  have  been  removed 
from  the  list  since  December  31st,  1919,  and  should  no  longer  be 
notified. 

The  diseases  which  should  be  notified  are : — Small-pox, 
Cholera,  Plague,  Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup,  Erysipelas, 
Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever,  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
and  Acute  Polio-Encephalitis,  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  Dysentery,  Malaria, 
Trench  Fever,  and  the  Fevers  known  by  any  of  the  following 
names  : Typhus,  Typhoid,  Enteric,  Relapsing,  Continued,  Puer- 
peral. 

Returns  are  received  from  the  Education  Office  of  all  children 
absent  by  reason  of  the  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  Measles, 
German  Measles,  Mumps,  Chicken-pox,  Whooping  Cough,  Scabies, 
etc.,  and  in  times  of  epidemic  of  all  children  absent  with  rashes 
and  sore  throats. 

These  are  visited  either  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or 
the  Health  Visitor  when  it  seems  necessary,  and  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  the  Oueen’s  Nurses’  Association  for  the 
nursing  of  cases  of  Measles,  Acute  Pneumonia  and  Acute 
Poliomyelitis. 
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Cases  Notified, 

1919. 

emoved 
to  Hosptal. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

28 

19 

Diphtheria  

56 

50 

Measles  and  German  Measles 

91 

0 

Erysipelas 

17 

1 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  

3 

1 

Small  Pox 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  N eonat  orum 

5 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

21 

0 

Dysentery 

10 

1 

Trench  Fever  ... 

5 

0 

Tuberculosis  ... 

108 

0 

Total  ...  ... 

396 

Diphtheria. — The  cases  were  mostly  of  a severe  type,  but  with 
no  great  infectivity.  The  majority  occurred  with  long  intervals  in 
one  particular  area  associated  with  one  elementary  school.  All 
contacts  in  the  homes  were  swabbed  with  very  few  positive  results, 
and  it  seemed  probable  that  there  were  other  carriers  of  infection. 
Visits  were  paid  to  the  school  and  all  the  children  in  certain  classes 
were  examined,  swabs  being  taken  from  the  noses  and  throats  of 
any  who  appeared  to  be  suspicious.  This  resulted  in  the  discovery 
of  several  carriers,  and  after  their  exclusion  the  cases  stopped, 
proving  the  value  of  such  school  inspections  and  of  bacteriological 
examinations. 

At  another  school  the  cases  were  so  slight  that  many  who  had 
sore  throats,  but  were  not  ill  enough  to  go  to  bed,  were  only  dis- 
covered on  making  visits  to  all  the  absent  scholars  and  taking 
throat  swabs. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica, — One  case  was  reported  as  having 
occurred  in  this  district,  viz.,  a soldier  in  hospital.  Another 
resident  was  notified  in  an  adjoining  district,  having  been  removed 
to  the  Union  Infirmary;  the  diagnosis  was  doubtful. 

Malaria. — The  cases  were  visited  in  order  to  see  that  they 
were  under  medical  care,  and  particulars  were  taken.  There  was 
no  case  of  primary  (local  ) origin. 

Dysentery.  All  were  returned  soldiers  except  one,  which 
proved  to  be  a simple  Enteritis.  Details  were  taken  of  the  home 
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conditions  and  likelihood  of  infection.  None  was  associated  with 
the  handling  of  other  persons’  food. 

Measles  and  German  Measles.  All  the  cases  appeared  to  be 
German  Measles.  There  was  no  epidemic,  but  there  must  have 
been  a large  number  not  notified  because  they  did  not  feel  really  ill. 

Tuberculosis. — 108  new  cases  were  notified,  of  whom  43  were 
children,  22  women,  43  men,  including  18  ex~Service  men.  Many 
were  visitors.  The  parts  of  the  body  affected  were  : — 


Lungs  and  Larynx  ...  ...  65 

Glands  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Brain  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bones  and  Joints  ...  ...  8 

Abdomen  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Parts  ...  ...  ...  5 


An  examination  of  the  death  returns  shows  that  of  the  28 
registered  in  Hove  2 cases  of  pulmonary  disease  and  5 of  meningitis 
were  not  notified ; of  14  residents  who  died  in  other  districts  6 
had  been  notified  in  Hove. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  Mrs.  Bright  was  appointed  as 
part  time  Tuberculosis  visitor.  Her  duties  are  to  visit  and  advise 
cases  under  the  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  She 
is  also  nurse  to  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  Dispensary  and 
visitor  to  ex-Service  men.  This  is  a convenient  arrangement 
as  she  gets  to  know  many  patients  at  home  and  at  the  dispensary. 

Contacts,  i.e.,  persons  in  the  same  families  as  known  cases  of 
Tuberculosis,  are  examined  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Additional  nourishment  has  been  provided  for  patients  at 
home  who  were  unable  to  buy  sufficient. 

Three  boys  were  admitted  to  the  Borough  Sanatorium  for 
short  periods,  with  good  results.  The  treatment  in  healthy  sur- 
roundings of  children  of  school  age  who  are  constantly  anaemic 
and  in  ill  health,  especially  those  of  tuberculous  families,  even  if 
they  show  no  definite  physical  signs  of  lung  disease,  is  to  be  com- 
mended as  a sensible  means  of  preventing  Tuberculosis.  In- 
stitutional treatment  for  adults  and  dispensary  treatment  are 
undertaken  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council. 

Small  Pox. — Only  one  supposed  case  occurred  in  the  Prisoners, 
of  War  Camp.  Numerous  contacts  who  were  reported  from  dif- 
ferent parts  were  visited;  none  was  ill.  No  vaccinations  were 
performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Anthrax. — Several  enquiries  were  made  respecting  shaving 
brushes  which  had  been  sold  to  local  shops  and  had  come  from  a 
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consignment,  some  of  which  had  proved  to  be  infected.  All  the 
unsold  brushes  were  returned  to  the  wholesale  firms.  No  cases 
of  anthrax  developed  in  this  district. 

Influenza. — A recrudescence  of  this  disease  occurred  in  Febru- 
ary. During  the  last  3 weeks  of  that  month  and  the  first  2 of 
March  33  deaths  were  recorded  from  Influenza,  and  35  from 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia.  In  the  rest  of  the  year  6 deaths  were 
returned  as  due  to  Influenza  and  33  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneu- 
monia. 10  deaths  from  Influenza  occurred  between  the  ages  of 
25  and  45,  and  16  over  65  years  of  age.  The  patients  were  nursed 
in  their  homes,  those  who  were  unable  to  get  private  nurses  were 
attended  by  the  Queen’s  Nurses’  Association.  An  Influenza 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Council  considered  the  provision  of  other 
arrangements  for  nursing,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
nurses  it  was  found  impossible  to  proceed. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

1.  Midwifery.  Hove  is  a supervising  authority  under  the 
Midwives  Acts.  The  following  is  a return  of  the  work  done  in 
1919  by  Miss  A.  Hipkins,  C.M.B.,  who  is  Inspector  of  Midwives 
and  Senior  Health  Visitor. 


Midwives  Practising  in  Hove  : In  January,  2 ; in  Decem- 
ber, 3.  1 of  these  works  at  the  Hove  branch  of  the  Women’s 

Hospital,  Brighton.  All  are  trained  and  satisfactory. 

One  untrained  midwife  who  had  practised  in  Hove  for  many 
years  was  removed  from  the  roll  in  January  upon  complaint  made 
to  the  Central  Midwives’  Board. 


Visits  of  Inspection  Made  : 8. 

Notifications  Received  (in  addition  to  notifications  of  births): 


Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Laying  Out  the  Dead  ...  ...  ...  1 

Contact  with  Infection  ...  ...  ...  1 

Obtaining  Medical  Help  for  Mother  ...  48 

Obtaining  Medical  Help  for  Child  ...  20 

Two  mothers  died  through  confinement. 

Inability  to  breast  feed  the  child  was  reported  5 times. 


2.  Child  Welfare  Work. 

The  organisation  of  Child  Welfare  work  was  thoroughly  con- 
sidered at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  in  February  the  Council 
agreed  to  a complete  scheme  which  enlarged  the  existing  arrange- 
ments. 

The  details  of  this  scheme  are  repeated  here,  so  that  the 
public  of  Hove  may  know  what  is  being  done  for  the  mothers  and 
children  of  the  Borough. 
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CHILD  WELFARE  SCHEME,  1919. 

1.  Health  Visitors. 

One  whole  time  Senior  Health  Visitor  and  Inspector  of  Mid- 
wives. One  Assistant  part-time  Health  Visitor. 

2.  Two  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

(A) .  The  Clarendon  Villas  Mission  Hall  Centre. 

This  Centre  has  hitherto  been  open  one  day  per  week.  It  is 
now  proposed  to  open  two  days  per  week,  and  provide  further 
practical  work,  demonstrations  and  instruction. 

Since  April  1st,  the  Centre  has  been  opened  on  Wednesday 
afternoons  for  a sewing  class,  at  which  the  Health  Visitor  gives 
talks  on  maternity  and  health. 

(B) .  Centre  for  West  Hove.  Conducted  by  arrangement 
with  the  Portslade  Welfare  Centre. 

3.  Ante  Natal  Clinic. 

Providing  instruction,  assistance  and  Medical  advice  for  ex- 
pectant mothers.  It  is  proposed  to  operate  this  Clinic  once  fort- 
nightly at  the  Clarendon  Villas  Mission  Hall.  This  clinic  was 
started  in  April,  and  the  numbers  have  slowly  increased. 

4.  Lying-in  Home. 

For  normal  confinements  where  the  condition  of  the  Home  is 
unsatisfactory.  The  West  Street  Hospital  for  Women  will  pro- 
vide beds  at  their  Branch  in  Portland  Road,  Hove,  in  return  for 
grant  towards  Capital  expenditure  and  fees  at  the  rate  of  £2.  2s.  Od. 
per  bed  per  week.  Minimum  fee  payment  for  one  year  to  be  £150. 
Patients  will  be  required  to  contribute. 

The  arrangements  for  this  Home  were  not  completed  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

5.  Day  Nursery. 

The  Hove  Creche  Committee  are  arranging  to  carry  on  and 
extend  their  work  under  the  supervision  and  inspection  of  the 
Borough.  Under  such  circumstances  as  a Voluntary  Agency  the 
management  of  the  Creche  becomes  eligible  for  grant  from  the 
Treasury  on  application  being  made  through  the  Borough  and 
approved  by  the  Borough. 

The  Committee  have  now  purchased  fresh  premises,  and  these 
when  altered  will  provide  excellent  accommodation  for  12  infants 
and  30  older  children. 

6.  Home  for  Mothers  and  Babies. 

The  Chichester  Diocesan  Purity  Association  has  established  a 
Day  Servants’  Hostel  in  Seafield  Road  to  accommodate  10  mothers 
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and  babies.  This  is  excellently  arranged  and  managed,  and  is 
worked  in  association  with  similar  hostels  in  other  towns  in  the 
Diocese. 

7.  Supplementary  Payments  to  Foster  Mothers. 

Where  the  mother  cannot  afford  the  whole  of  a child’s  keep 
or  to  assist  the  mother  to  stay  at  home  to  attend  to  the  child. 

8.  Convalescent  Homes. 

For  recovery  after  some  cases  of  confinement  and  for  young 
children  after  illness. 

9.  Home  Helps. 

The  Voluntary  Aid  Committee  of  the  Borough  Welfare  Centres 
is  now  carrying  on  this  work  and  would  apply  for  grant  as  Voluntary 
Society. 

10.  Nursing  for  Expectant  Mothers  and  Maternity  Cases. 

Puerperal  Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Epidemic  Diar- 
rhoea and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  (Queen’s  Nurses). 

Nursing  has  been  provided  for  these  when  necessary  through- 
out the  year. 

11.  Medical  Attendance  during  Lying-in  Period. 

Payments  are  made  according  to  a fixed  scale  under  the 
Midwives’  Act,  1918,  where  a midwife  calls  in  medical  attendance. 

12.  Cots  at  Centre,  Experimental  Work  and  other  Services. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  include  these  at  present. 

13.  Arrangement  with  School  Clinic. 

The  Education  Committee  have  agreed  to  receive  and  treat 
at  their  Clinic  children  recommended  from  the  Welfare  Centre  for 
removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  for  treatment  of  the  eyes 
and  teeth. 

The  scheme  provides  help  for  expectant  mothers  in  the  form 
of  medical  consultations  at  the  Welfare  Centre  once  a fortnight 
when  a Woman  Doctor  attends  ; free  dinners  or  milk  to  those  who 
are  not  sufficiently  well  fed  ; and  visits  at  home  by  the  Health 
Visitor. 

Infants  are  visited  at  home  as  early  as  possible  after  birth ; 
the  mother  is  advised  to  feed  the  child  in  nature’s  way,  and  if 
necessary,  is  assisted  by  an  allowance  of  milk ; when  the  mother 
is  able  to  get  out  she  may  bring  her  child  to  the  Welfare  Centre 
every  week  to  be  weighed  and  seen  by  the  Health  Visitor  and,  if 
necessary,  by  the  Medical  Officer.  Advice  is  given  as  to  clothes 
and  food ; simple  treatment  is  offered,  or  the  mother  is  referred 
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to  her  own  doctor  or  to  a hospital ; cases  requiring  home  nursing 
are  cared  for  by  the  Queen’s  Nurses ; dried  milk  is  on  sale  at  cost 
price  at  the  Centre,  and  suitable  garments  for  infants  are  shown 
and  sold. 

There  is  a sewing  class  on  Wednesday  afternoons,  when  help 
is  given  in  making  clothes  for  children,  and  the  Health  Visitor 
talks  about  the  health  and  illnesses  of  babies. 

The  Voluntary  Aid  Committee,  formed  to  assist  the  work  of 
the  Council,  engages  a woman  who  goes  as  " Home  help  ” when 
the  mother  is  ill  or  in  the  early  days  after  baby  is  born,  finds  ladies 
to  help  at  the  Centre,  runs  a clothing  club,  and  assists  mothers  in 
getting  their  teeth  treated  or  replaced. 

For  women  whose  homes  are  unsuitable  for  a confinement 
provision  is  being  made,  and  the  arrangements  are  nearly  settled, 
at  the  Branch  of  the  Women’s  Hospital  in  Portland  Road,  where 
they  will  be  admitted  generally  for  10  or  14  days,  be  well  nursed 
and  fed,  and  be  able  to  have  a rest  from  the  cares  of  housekeeping. 

Another  Voluntary  Committee,  viz.,  the  Hove  Creche,  takes 
care  during  the  day  of  those  children  whose  mothers  go  out  to 
work.  They  have  been  very  limited  hitherto  on  account  of  the 
narrowness  of  the  premises,  but  are  hoping  to  move  soon  into  a 
better  house,  which  has  been  purchased,  after  the  necessary  altera- 
tions have  been  made. 

For  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children,  among  whom  the 
death  rate  has  been  very  high,  special  provision  is  made  by  the 
C.D.P.A.  in  the  Day  Servants’  Hostel,  established  in  February, 
1919,  in  Seafield  Road. 

STATISTICS  OF  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE,  1919 
Births. 

Registered  : Legitimate,  460  ; Illegitimate,  50  ; Total  510. 

Notified  (91%).  : Live  Births,  482  ; Stillbirths,  19;  Total,  501 ; 

By  medical  practitioners,  180 ; by  midwives,  223  ; by 
nurses,  53  ; by  parents  or  friends,  45. 

Infant  Deaths. 

Number : Legitimate,  15  ; Illegitimate,  9 ; Total,  24. 

Rate  per  1,000  births  : Legitimate,  33  ; Illegitimate,  180  ; 

Total,  47. 

Visits  Paid  by  Health  Visitors. 

To  expectant  mothers,  60. 

To  infants  under  1 year  : First  visits,  283  ; Total,  1909. 

To  children  1-5  years,  1691. 

Total  visits  made  during  the  year,  3,600. 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Clarendon  Villas  Centre — 

A umber  of  Sessions  ... 

,,  ',,  mothers’  attendances  ... 

,,  ,,  infants’  ,, 

,,  ,,  children’s  ,, 

Average  number  of  mothers  at  each  Session 
,,  ,,  •„  infants  ,, 

,,  ,,  ,,  children  „ 

Names  of  mothers  on  the  books  in  December 


West  Hove  Centre  (combined  with  Portslade  Centre) — 

Number  of  Sessions  ... 

,,  ,,  mothers’  attendances  ... 

,,  ,,  infants’  ,, 

,,  ,,  children’s  ,, 

Names  of  mothers  on  the  books 


60 

2,841 

1,868 

1,003 

57 

37 

20 

194 


50 

142 

130 

39 

10 


Sewing  and  Instruction  Class. 

Number  of  Sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Average  attendance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Number  of  Sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Patients,  18  ; healthy,  5 ; needing  treatment,  13. 

DISEASE.  TREATMENT.  NO. 

Heart  Disease. — Sent  home  to  bed  and  referred  to 

general  practitioner  ...  1 

Albuminuria — Severe,  sent  to  Women’s  Hospital  1 

Slight,  dieted  and  treated  ...  ...  1 

Varicose  Veins — Advised  and  given  bandages  ...  5 

Early  Phthisis — Referred  to  Tuberculosis  Officer  1 

Septic  Teeth — Referred  to  Dental  Hospital  ...  1 

Digestive  Disturbance — Treated  with  Medicine  ...  1 

Rheumatism — Treated  with  medicine  ...  ...  1 

Number  receiving  milk  under  M.  and  C.  Act.  ...  0 


Free  Dinners  to  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

Mothers,  9.  Dinners,  628. 

Dried  Milk  Disposed  of  at  Welfare  Centre. 

Total,  3,112  lbs.  Free,  510  lbs. 

Infant  Deaths. 

There  were  24  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  9 of  whom 
were  illegitimate. 
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Ages  at  death  : Under  1 week  7 

Under  1 month  ...  ...  ...  3 

Under  3 months  ...  ...  ...  4 

Over  3 months  10 

Causes  of  Death  : Prematurity  (5  were  twins.)  ...  9 

Serious  congenital  defects  ...  3 

Marasmus  ...  3 

Tuberculosis  2 

(1  was  entirely  breast-fed, 
age  2 months.) 

Enteritis  2 

Convulsions  2 

(Probably  congenital  defects, 
ages,  3 days,  14  days) 

Influenza  1 

Accident  1 


The  rate  of  infant  mortality  per  1,000  births  was  47  ; the 
same  as  in  1918. 


3.  INFECTIOUS  CASES.  (M.  and  C.W.) 

Puerperal  Fever. — Only  one  real  case  occurred.  This  was 
removed  to  the  Union  Infirmary.  The  Medical  Officer  is  instructed 
to  provide  nurses  for  cases  in  their  homes  when  necessary. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 5 cases. 

Attended  Age  when 

at  Birth  Disease  Nursed  by 

by  Notified 

1.  Medical  practitioner  9 days  Q.N.  Assn. 

2.  Q.N.  Assn  Midwife  3 ,, 

3.  Women’s  Hospital 

Midwife  ...  9 ,,  ,, 

4.  Ditto  ...  3 „ 

5.  Ditto  ...  3 ,,  ,, 


Result  Cause 

Complete  V.D. 
recovery 


yy 

yy  • 

„ ? (very 

slight  attack) 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. — No  case  required  nursing. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea. — Cases  known  and  visited  by  Health 
Visitor,  42. 

In  July,  2 ; August,  6 ; September,  33  ; October,  1. 

Under  1 year  of  age,  15  ; severe,  5 ; died,  1 

Over  1 year  of  age,  27  ; severe,  10  ; died,  0. 

There  were  probably  many  more  mild  cases,  which  recovered 
rapidly.  The  most  remarkable  feature  of  the  epidemic  this  year 
was  the  promptitude  with  which  mothers  treated  their  children  in 
the  correct  way,  which  must  be  attiibuted  to  the  work  of  the 
Health  Visitors  during  previous  years. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Hove  Borough  Sanatorium. — This  hospital  has  separate  ward 
blocks  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  Observation 
and  Tuberculosis,  and  wards  for  private  patients. 

Tuberculosis  patients  (men  only)  are  received  by  agreement 
with  the  East  and  West  Sussex  County  Councils,  who  undertake 
institutional  treatment  of  all  suitable  cases  in  the  Counties. 

The  hospital  serves  not  only  the  Borough  of  Hove,  but  many  of 
the  neighbouring  districts,  including  Portslade,  Steyning  (East  and 
West)  Southwick,  Shoreham,  and  parts  of  the  West  Sussex  (Hor- 
sham) Combined  District. 

The  total  beds  are  63  for  infectious  diseases  and  20  for  tuber- 
culosis. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Sanatorium. 

Miss  Baker,  who  has  been  Matron  for  16  years  left  in  June, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  L.  M.  Doyle. 

Alterations  have  been  made  in  the  administrative  block  kitchen 
by  the  provision  of  a separate  stove  for  heating  water  for  baths, 
etc.,  and  for  additional  apparatus  for  gas  cooking. 

The  steam  disinfector  serves  for  the  whole  Borough.  The 
Sanitary  Committee  have  considered  and  recommended  the  pro- 
vision of  a separate  disinfector,  with  baths  for  Scabies,  etc  , as  part 
of  their  scheme  for  an  extended  cleansing  department,  which 
includes  additional  crushers  for  house  refuse. 


Table  showing  Patients  treated  during  1919, 


Disease. 

In  Sanatorium 
Jan.  1st. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Discharged. 

Remaining 
Dec.  31st. 

* 1 

Scarlet  Fever... 

2 

44 

36 

10 

Diphtheria 

5 

83 

11 

66 

11 

Enteric  Fever ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

— . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

German  Measles 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  ... 

21 

74 

4 

71 

20 

Other  Diseases 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

28 

206 

15 

178 

41 

20 


Special  Acts  relating  to  Sanitary  Matters. Those  in  force  in 

Hove  are  the  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  III  (adopted 
1891). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Part  III.  (except 
sect.  48  and  50)  ; and  Part  IV.  (came  into  force 
October,  1909). 

Hove  Corporation  Act,  1913. 

Bacteriological  Laboratory. 

Specimens  examined  in  1919  : — 


For  Diphtheria — 


From  patients  in  the  Borough  ... 

...  244 

For  contacts  or  school  children 

396 

From  patients  in  the  Sanatorium 

...  255 

895 

For  Tuberculosis — Sputum,  etc.  ... 

• • • • » • 

295 

For  Enteric  Fever — By  Widal  test 

• • • « • • 

3 

For  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  (Contacts) 

• • • • • • 

2 

Other  specimens 

• • • • • c 

14 

Total  ... 

« * f • • • 

1209 

Disinfection. — The  methods  in  use  are  the  same  as  in  previous 
years.  Rooms  are  sprayed  with  2 per  cent,  solution  of  Formic, 
Aldehyde  ; bedding,  clothes,  etc.,  are  removed  to  the  Sanatorium 
and  passed  through  Thresh’s  apparatus,  in  which  current  steam  is 
employed. 

Disinfection  is  done  free  of  cost  after  all  notifiable  diseases, 
and  at  a charge  which  covers  the  cost  after  other  illnesses  of  a 
septic  nature,  when  it  is  asked  for ; this  has  proved  especially 
useful  for  hospitals  and  nursing  homes. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. — 785 

inspections  were  made,  175  written  notices  were  served  in  respect 
of  303  defects  found.  All  were  remedied  and  no  prosecutions 
were  necessary. 

Home  Work,  etc. — 46  twice-in-the-year  lists  were  received  from 
employers  in  respect  of  48  contractors  and  124  workmen.  Four 
yearly  lists  came  to  hand  in  respect  of  11  contractors.  No  notices 
or  prosecutions  were  necessary  in  respect  of  home  workers. 

Registered  Workshops. — Total  number  on  Register  491 

Registered  Workplaces. — ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  46 
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HOUSING. 


GENERAL  HOUSING 

CONDITIONS. 

No.  of  Houses:  At  1911  Census,  occupied 

...  7690 

unoccupied 

...  667 

Including  169  blocks  with  606  flats. 

8357 

Houses  Erected  since 

Census. 

Additional  Tenements 

Houses.  alterations  into  Flats 

1911 

134 

18 

1912 

110 

17 

1913 

82 

27 

1914 

52 

17 

1915 

21 

20 

1916 

8 

65 

1917 

1 

30 

1918 

0 

17 

1919 

0 

28 

408 


Working  Class  Houses. — A survey  made  for  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  October,  1919,  showed  the  number  of  working  class 
houses  to  be  2,859,  counting  as  separate  houses  132  self-contained 
flats  ; afbout  half  of  the  houses  are  occupied  by  more  than  one 
family. 


Houses  with  one  family  only 

,,  ,,  members  of  2 families 


yy  ) f 


3 


y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y> 
y y 


1464 

1143 

215 

27 

10 


There  have  been  no  working  class  houses  erected  since  1914. 
The  houses  converted  into  flats  were  all  in  the  better  class  districts. 


Population. — At  Census,  1911  : 42,173. 

Estimated  by  Registrar-General,  1919  : 45,990. 

Since  1911,  408  new  houses  were  erected,  and  nearly  all  the 
667  houses  empty  in  1911  have  been  occupied.  This  should  mean 
an  addition  to  the  population,  at  5 persons  per  house,  of  5,375, 
not  counting  the  extra  accommodation  by  the  conversions  to  flats. 
It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  population  is  about  47,000. 

There  appears  no  likelihood  of  a decrease  in  population,  nor 
of  any  rapid  increase.  Persons  residing  in  Hove  may  work  in 
Brighton  or  Portslade,  and  vice  versa , 
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Shortage  of  Houses. — The  demand  for  better  class  houses  has 
been  fairly  well  met  by  the  conversions  into  flats,  but  there  is  a 
shortage  of  houses  for  the  working  classes. 

At  the  enquiry  made  in  October,  465  requests  were  made  b}/' 
occupants  for  houses  or  flats,  of  whom  probably  60  per  cent,  were 
really  anxious  to  get  separate  accommodation,  and  30  per  cent,  were 
prepared  to  take  a house  if  they  could  get  it  at  a reasonable  rent. 

The  rents  now  vary  from  5s.  6d.  per  week  for  a flat  of  4 rooms 
to  11s.  6d.  or  14s.  for  a 6 or  7 roomed  house  ; most  6 roomed  houses 
are  from  8s.  to  11s.  To  meet  the  shortage  the  Council  have  a 
Housing  Scheme  to  erect  190  houses,  the  plans  of  which  have  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry.  Roads  aie  being  made,  and  a start 
at  building  will  be  made  when  an  agreement  has  been  entered  into 
with  the  builders ; 21  houses  are  being  erected  by  a private  builder. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  these  will  be  occupied  by  the  working 
classes,  but  if  not  they  will  help  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  existing 
houses. 


II. — OVERCROWDING. 

The  number  of  tenements  with  more  than  2 persons  per  room 
was  : — - 

In  1901,  Census  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

In  1911,  Census  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

In  1919,  Special  Enquiry  ...  ...  ...  124 

A few  instances  of  real  crowding  were  found,  and  are  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Number  of  Crowded  Tenements,  1919. 


Persons  Occupying  Tenement 


i eueinen i s or 

! 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 

i 

room 

34 

3 

1 

1 

2 

rooms  . .. 

- — - 

— 

18 

7 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

i 

• • •! 

— 

— 

— 

25 

9 

4 

— 

1 

— 

4 

77  * • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

1 

i 

J- 

5 

7 7 * * * 

— 

— 
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juissxiasxmaxs. 

— 

4 

1 

The  causes  of  overcrowding  are  (1)  high  rents,  which  have 
existed  for  many  years  in  Hove  ; (2)  Want  of  other  accommoda- 
tion ; (3)  increase  of  families  by  natural  causes,  births  and 

marriages.  No  legal  action  has  been  taken  on  account  of  the 
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difficulty  of  finding  other  premises;  21  instances  have  been  dealt 
with  on  informal  notices. 


III. — FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  houses  unfit  for  habitation. 

The  working  class  houses  are  fairly  good,  but  the  rents  being 
high,  many  are  occupied  by  2 or  more  families,  one  tenant  sub- 
letting to  others.  There  are  66  working  class  houses  built  as  flats 
or  converted  into  flats. 

The  defects  found  are  due  to  want  of  repair,  the  majority 
being  dampness  from  roofs  or  walls  and  want  of  cleansing  of 
ceilings,  walls,  etc. 

The  notices  served  have  all  been  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
The  difficulties  met  v ith  have  been  due  to  shortage  of  labour,  want 
of  means  of  owners,  who  cannot  raise  the  rents ; high  cost  of 
labour  and  materials  ; and  inability  to  move  out  the  occupiers 
while  repairs  are  done. 

IV.  — There  are  no  unhealthy  areas. 

V.  — Bye-laws  as  to  houses  let  in  lodgings  have  been  adopted  for 
many  years,  but  are  not  much  used. 


APPENDICES. 

Statistics  for  12  months  ending  December  31st,  1919  : — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
complaints  were  made  that  they  are  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

N umber  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  blousing 

Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  '121 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  the  defects  in  which 

were  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Action  under  Housing  Act,  1919  ...  ...  ...  0 

Staff  engaged  in  Housing  Work. — Two  assistant  inspectors 
make  house  to  house  inspections.  One  chief  inspector  issues 
notices  and  sees  to  the  work  being  carried  out,  referring  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  when  necessary. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  Housing  conditions  since 
the  Survey  returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  October. 
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This  report  has  followed  the  form  in  use  before  the  war, 
with  some  modifications  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
especially  in  respect  of  Housing. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Town 
Council,  and  especially  those  of  the  Sanitary  and  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committees  for  their  consideration  and  assistance  in 
all  matters  relating  to  the  health  of  the  Town. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUSTINE  GRIFFITH. 

Hove  Town  Hall. 


March,  1920. 
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Annual  Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hinckley 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  you  with  my  first  annual 
report  respecting  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the 
Hinckley  Urban  District  during  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
iQiQ. 

This  report  has  been  drawn  up  on  the  lines  suggested  by  a 
memorandum  from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  You  will  note  that 
there  is  included  information  of  which  you  are  all  aware  ; but  it 
is  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  there  should  be  a 
system  of  exchange  of  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  of  the  neighbouring  authorities,  hence  the  informa- 
tion referred  to  above  is  included. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Population. 

The  population  at  the  time  of  the  last  Census  (iqii)  was 
12,838,  and  the  estimated  population  for  1919  is  14,500.  Two 
estimates  have  been  received  with  the  table  of  vital  statistics 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  viz.,  16,01 1 for  the  calculation  of 
the  birth  rate  and  15,370  for  the  calculation  of  the  death  rate. 
These  last  estimates  ’will  accordingly  be  used  when  dealing  with 
the  vital  statistics.  The  corresponding  figures  supplied  for  1918 
were  14,406  and  12,857  respectively. 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  3,729  acres. 

The  height  above  sea  level  in  the  lowest  part  (Hydes’ 
Lane)  is  300  feet,  the  Borough  being  370  feet,  and  Leicester 
Road  opposite  the  Grammar  School  450  feet  above  sea  level. 
There  are  3,100  inhabited  houses,  and  there  are  17  miles  of 
roads. 


Industries. 

The  chief  industry  is  the  manufacture  of  hosiery  goods ; 
there  are  also  boot  and  shoe  factories,  needle  factories,  two 
dyeworks  (one  just  over  the  boundary),  one  hat  factory  and  two 
box  factories. 

I give  a table  showing  the  number  of  factories  in  the 
different  trades,  the  numbers  employed,  the  number  of  outs- 
workers  and  the  numbers  approximately  of  those  resident  in 
Hinckley;  the  last  figure  (t)  is  not  correct,  as  one  hosiery  factory 
employing  iq2  hands,  and  the  larger  dyeworks  just  over  the 
boundary  employing  800  were  unable  to  furnish  me  with  this 
information. 


Factories. 

Adult  Males. 

Adalt  Females. 

Males  under 

16. 

Females  under 
16. 

Outworkers. 

1 

Total. 

Resident  in 
H.U.D. 

Hosiery  

42 

1072 

2593 

1 16 

3^9 

174 

4264 

34o6| 

Boot  and  Shoe 

22 

534 

331 

90 

56 

56 

IO67 

765 

Dye  Works  ... 

2 

505 

229 

88 

38 

— 

860 

53t 

Needles  

4 

46 

69 

19 

26 

— 

160 

123 

Boxes  

2 

10 

50 

— 

10 

— 

70 

24 

Hats  

1 

3i 

17 

1 

I 

2 

52 

4i 

Laundry  

1 

3 

15 

5 

23 

20 

Total* 

74 

2201 

3304 

3H 

44O 

237 

6496 

4432 

A number  of  men  resident  in  the  District  work  in  the 
collieries  round  about  Nuneaton;  a large  number  of  girls  and 
women  working  in  the  various  factories  live  in  Nuneaton ; 
hence  there  is  a daily  mingling  of  a large  proportion  of  your 
population  and  that  of  the  Warwickshire  town.  This  is  a fact 
to  be  born  in  mind  on  the  occurrence  of  an  epidemic  of 
infectious  disease  in  either  town. 

As  regards  the  influence  of  any  of  these  occupations  on  health 
there  is  no  particular  disease  which  seems  to  effect  the  workers 
in  any  of  these  industries  to  any  extent,  but  a reference  later 
on  will  be  found  under  the  heading  of  Tuberculosis. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS— Births. 


The  total  number  of  births  registered  according  to  the 
figures  supplied  by  the  General  Register  Office  was  208,  though 
according  to  those  supplied  by  the  local  registrar  this  figure 
should  be  21 1 ; however,  taking  the  first  as  the  correct  one,  this 
gives  a birth  rate  of  i2.qq  per  1,000. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  was  18.5; 
for  g6  great  towns,  including  London  (census  populations 
exceeding  50,000;  iq  for  148  smaller  towns  (census  populations 
20,000 — 30,000);  and  for  London  18.3,  respectively  per  1,000. 

Thus  your  district  is  more  than  5 per  thousand  below  the 
average.  This  corresponds  with  191S,  when  your  birth  rate  was 
12.9,  as  compared  with  17.7  per  thousand  for  England  and 
Wales.  I think  the  discrepancy  is  somewhat  accounted  for  by 
too  high  an  estimation  of  the  population,  though  this  estimate  is 
based  largely  upon  the  rationing  returns  placed  at  the  Registrar 
General’s  disposal  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

If,  however,  we  leave  these  hypothetical  figures,  and 
examine  those  of  the  local  Registrar  as  regards  the  21 1 births 
registered  by  him,  we  find  the  outlook  is  much  happier.  During 
the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year  there  were  registered  44,  40 
and  39  births  respectively,  but  during  the  last  quarter  the 
figures  for  any  of  these  three  quarters  was  doubled,  in  that  88 
were  registered. 

Of  the  208  births  given  by  the  Registrar  General,  112  were 
males  and  96  were  females. 

Included  in  these  births  are  11  illegitimate  births,  5 males 
and  6 females. 

5 births  took  place  at  the  Union  Infirmary  ; 4 of  these  were 
illegitimate,  and  all  were  females  ; the  one  legitimate  birth  was 
a male  ; twTo  of  the  mothers  of  the  illegitimate  children  did  not 
reside  in  your  district. 


Deaths. 

f 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  by  the  local  Registrar 
of  persons  belonging  to  your  district  was  161.  17  deaths  also 

occurred  in  the  district,  but  not  of  residents  of  the  district,  and 
so  are  transferred  to  the  district  of  residence. 

Ten  deaths  occurred  outside  the  district  of  residents  of  the 
district.  Three  of  these  deaths  occurred  at  the  Leicestershire 
and  Rutlandshire  Asylum  at  Narborough,  and  four  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary  at  Leicester.  Thus  1 7 1 deaths  belong  to  your  district, 
and  this  is  the  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General,  as  com- 
pared with  1 7 1 in  1918,  146  in  1917,  and  160  in  1916. 

This  gives  a death  rate  of  11,12  per  1,000,  as  compared 
with  13.3  in  1918,  1 1.2  in  1917,  and  12.4  in  1916,  respectively. 

The  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was 
13.8  per  1,000;  so  the  death  rate  is  2.7  per  1,000  lower  than  the 
rest  of  the  country,  and  this  again  should  be  partially  accounted 
for  by  too  high  a figure  having  been  estimated  for  the  “ death 
rate  ” population. 
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Of  these  171  deaths,  76  were  males  and  95  were  females.  51 


J of  70 
I give 

years  of  age  and 
a small  table  : — 

over. 

Age. 

Males. 

Females. 

70-80  . 

. 9 . . 

20 

80-90  . 

. 7 • • 

• 13 

over  80 

1 

17 

I 

34 

24  deaths  occurred  at  the  Union  Infirmary,  12  of  them  being 
registrable  in  your  district. 

7 deaths  took  place  at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  4 of  these  being 
of  residents. 

The  following  table  gives  the  actual  number  of  deaths 
registered  in  your  district  each  quarter,  whether  resident  or 
non-resident  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

1st  Quarter 

28 

31 

59 

2nd 

25 

32 

57 

3rd 

7 

I 2 

19 

4th 

23 

20 

43 

83 

95 

178 

The  months  of  March  with  34,  April  with  a similar  number, 
and  November  with  19,  wTere  the  most  fatal. 

No  deaths  were  registered  during  the  weeks  ending 
January  25th,  June  7th,  August  2nd,  August  23rd,  and  Sep- 
tember 13th. 


Infant  Mortality. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  21  — 
12  males  and  9 females,  as  compared  with  15  in  1918,  18  in  1917 
and  25  in  1916  (one  of  the  males  was  illegitimate). 

This  gives  a death  rate  of  100.9  per  1,000,  unfortunately  a 
very  high  figure,  and  with  no  epidemic  to  account  for  it.  The 
figure  for  the  whole  country  is  89,  and  the-  highest  figure  given 
for  which  it  can  be  compared  is  93  for  the  96  great  towns. 

Of  these  21  deaths,  death  occurred  in  8 cases  before  they 
had  attained  the  age  of  one  week  ; 5 were  males  ; 6 of  these  8 did 
not  live  for  24  hours ; 3 of  the  deaths  wrere  due  to  premature 
birth,  2 to  congenital  debility  and  3 to  a definite  congenital 
malformation  of  some  vital  organs,  larynx,  heart  and  imper- 
forate anus. 


As  regards  the  remaining  13  deaths,  the  following  table 
shows  the  ages  at  which  they  occurred  : — 


Between 


4 weeks  and  3 months 
3 months  ,,  6 ,, 

h )>  >>  9 >> 

9 >>  >>  1 2 , , 


3 

4 
2 


13 


✓ 
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Seven  of  these  were  males.  Four  of  these  deaths  were 
certified  as  due  to  congenital  debility,  3 to  convulsions,  3 to 
acute  bronchitis,  1 to  catarrhal  enteritis,  1 to  Pertussis,  and  1 
to  suffocation  by  a cat  lying  on  the  child’s  mouth,  respectively. 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  diseases  caused  23  deaths,  if  we  include  influenza  and 
Pneumonia;  Diphtheria  accounting  for  1,  Pertussis  for  1, 
Influenza  for  14,  and  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  for  7 : Details 
will  be  found  in  the  section  on  Infectious  Diseases. 

Zymotic  disease  accounts  for  13.4  per  cent  of  deaths,  and 
of  the  individual  diseases,  Influenza  for  8.2  per  cent.,  and 
Pneumonia  (all  forms)  for  4 per  cent. 


Tuberculosis. 

16  deaths  were  due  to  this  infection,  13  being  attributable  to 
Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  and  3 to  Tuberculous  Meningitis. 
Here  again  an  analysis  appears  on  the  section  on  Tuberculosis 
under  Infectious  Diseases.  Tuberculosis  is  thus  accountable 
for  g.3  per  cent,  of  deaths  in  the  district,  which  is  exactly  the 
same  figure  as  in  1918. 


Chest  Diseases. 

Apart  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  and  Pneumonia,  22 
deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to  these  diseases. 


Cancer. 

8 deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  the  various  form  of 
Malignant  Disease,  and  compared  with  q in  1918,  14  in  1917, 
and  11  in  1916. 


Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease. 


4 deaths  were  accounted  for  by  these,  as  compared  to  3 in 
1918. 


Heart  Disease. 


Organic  heart  disease  was  assigned  as  the  cause  of  death 
in  17  cases,  as  compared  to  15  in  1918,  thus  causing  about  10 
per  cent,  of  the  deaths. 


Inquests. 

There  were  6 inquiries  into  the  cause  of  death,  as  com- 
pared with  3 in  1918  and  4 in  1917.  Suicides  accounted  for  3, 
and  accidents  for  the  other  3. 
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POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 


During  the  year,  ^478  2s.  6d.  was  granted  in  out-door 
relief,  but  this  includes  an  extra  ,£60  which  was  given  for 
“ Peace  77  and  Christmas  weeks.  The  recipients  of  this  relief 
were  as  follows  : — 

Single  males 4 

Married  ,,  4 

Wives  of  these 4 

Widows  . 24 

Children  of  widows  under  16  years  of  age  . . 35 

Males  suffering  from  mental  infirmity  ...  2 

Females  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  1 


Total  . . 83 

The  average  daily  number  of  inmates  of  the  Union 
Infirmary  was  72.  The  tramp  wards  were  closed  in  March  1918, 
but  6 urgent  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year. 

INSANITY. 

Twelve  persons  of  unsound  mind  were  taken  from  Hinckley 
to  the  Narborough  Asylum  during  the  year.  Two  thirds  of 
these  were  females. 

HINCKLEY  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL. 

The  work  carried  on  at  this  most  useful  institution  has  not 
been  decreased.  There  were  186  admissions  during  the  year, 
this  total  being  made  up  by  109  males  and  77  females,  and  of 
the  total,  10 1 were  children  under  16  years  of  age.  There 
also  attended  at  the  Hospital  212  out-patients,  who  between 
them  paid  2,171  visits. 

This  hospital  is  comprised  of  only  two  wards,  male  and 
female,  with  6 beds  in  each,  and  some  cots  which  can  be  put 
into  the  wards  in  place  of  beds.  It  was  erected  20  years  ago, 
when  the  population  of  the  town  was  much  smaller,  and 
when  the  vogue  of  surgery  was  not  so  much  practised  or  so 
appreciated.  Hence,  though  filling  a most  useful  function,  the 
hospital  cannot  be  considered  as  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
town  at  the  present  time.  The  record  of  admissions  shows  the 
need  of  a children’s  ward. 

Modern  science  demands  an  X-ray  installation  for  diagnosis 
and  treatment.  The  number  of  out-patients  shows  that  a proper 
place,  other  than  the  Hall,  for  dressings  is  necessary.  And 
with  the  increase  of  the  premises  there  will  also  be  necessary 
an  increase  in  the  accommodation  for  the  staff.  The  Hospital 
is  admirably  run,  both  internally  and  externally,  and  that  its 
value  is  justly  appreciated  is  shown  by  the  excellent  way  it  is 
supported  by  the  operatives  of  the  district ; so  much  so  that  it 
is  one  of  the  few  solvent  institutions  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 

There  is  a District  Nurse  in  connection  with  the  Hospital, 
and  she  does  very  useful  work  in  the  district,  giving  her 
'services  at  the  homes  of  those  patients  who  require  dressing, 
attention  and  careful  nursing. 
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CRIPPLES’  GUILD. 


Again  much  valuable  work  has  been  done  by  this  Guild  » 
during  the  past  year;  and,  as  in  the  past,  the  increased  financial 
support  proves  that  the  value  of  the  work  done  is  appreciated. 

During  the  year  17  cases  were  admitted  into  the  Cottage 
Hospital  through  the  kindness  of  the  Hospital  authorities. 
These  all  underwent  operation.  In  addition  there  were  others 
who  received  advice  from  the  specialist,  though  their  condition 
did  not  require  any  operation. 

The  Guild  continues  to  supply  cork  boots,  splints,  artificial 
limbs,  and  many  other  instruments  to  those  who  require  them. 

ROYAL  INFIRMARY,  LEICESTER. 

It  would  not  be  fair  to  close  this  section  of  the  report 
without  a reference  to  this  institution. 

66  persons  from  the  district  were  admitted  for  operations, 
or,  if  medical  cases,  detained  for  observation.  104  persons 
attended  as  out-patients  at  the  various  special  departments. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  district,  factories,  etc.,  are  generous  in 
support  of  this  Institution. 

AMBULANCE. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  been  fortunate  in  that 
during  the  year  a motor  ambulance  has  been  placed  at  their 
disposal  by  a lady  already  well  known  for  her  generosity.  This 
ambulance  can  be  used  by  anybody,  provided  the  medical 
attendant  certifies  that  the  ambulance  is  necessary.  It  is  not 
used  for  infectious  diseases. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 


Water. 


Hinckley  is  provided  with  a good  constant  supply  of  whole- 
some water.  The  source  of  supply  is  a deep  well  at  Snarestone, 
14  miles  away.  The  daily  supply  is  about  450,000  gallons. 
This  water  is  also  supplied  to  the  neighbouring  districts  of 
Barwell  and  Shilton  (1913)  and  Burbage  (1916).  The  total 
population  thus  supplied  being  estimated  as  24,885  for  1919. 
During  the  year,  139,112,000  gallons  were  supplied,  giving  a 
daily  average  consumption  of  391,000  gallons;  and  413,000 
gallons  per  diem  were  supplied  for  the  months  of  July,  August, 
and  September,  the  maximum  number  of  gallons  consumed  in 
one  day  being  477,000.  The  average  number  of  gallons  con- 
sumed per  head  per  diem  for  July,  August  and  September  was 
17- 
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As  time  goes  on  there  will  be  more  demand  for  water  in 
the  recently  supplied  villages,  as  the  water  will  gradually  be 
brought  into  the  houses.  The  population  is  increasing,  the 
number  of  houses  will  become  larger  some  day,  and  the  demand 
for  trade  purposes  will  also  grow.  Hence  a larger  supply  is 
necessary.  17  gallons  per  head  per  diem  cannot  be  considered 
an  extravagant  allowance. 

At  the  present  time  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  increase 
the  supply  by  driving  additional  adits  at  the  bottom  of  the  well. 

There  is  a water  tower  to  supply  the  upper  portion  of  the 
town.  During  1919,  in  spite  of  the  drought  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  year,  the  supply  had  only  to  be  curtailed  on  a few  days 
in  the  year. 

The  analysis  of  the  water  is  as  follows:-- 

Expressed  in  parts  per  100,000— Free  and  Saline  Ammonia,  o-t  ; 
Organic  Ammonia  '004  ; Chlorine  in  Chlorides,  73;  Nitrogen  in 
Nitrates  or  Nitrites,  Trace.  Total  Solid  Matter  50.  Hardness, 
Temporary,  515  ; Permanent,  22  jo.  Total,  27’25. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  chief  disadvantage 
is  the  excessive  hardness,  and  this  of  course  has  a detrimental 
effect  on  the  factory  boilers  of  the  town,  and  the  hot  water 
installations. 

There  is  practically  no  possible  source  of  contamination  of 
the  water  as  delivered  to  the  individual  houses  and  taps. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  during  t he  year  on  this 
account. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Sketchley  Brook,  which  forms  part  of  the  boundary  of  the 
district,  receives  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  works,  but  no 
complaint  of  pollution  has  been  received  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  town  is  supplied  with  an  adequate  system  of  drainage 
on  the  combined  system,  and  practically  all  the  sewers  have  a 
sufficient  gradient  to  ensure  a self-cleansing  velocity.  The  flat- 
graded  sewers  in  Hollycroft,  Clarence  Road,  Duke  Street, 
Davenport  Terrace  and  Burbage  Road  have  been  flushed  from 
time  to  time. 

The  sewage  is  disposed  of  on  the  broad  irrigation  system, 
the  sewage  farm  being  situated  just  outside  the  boundary  and 
in  the  Rural  District  of  Hinckley.  The  quantity  of  dve-waste 
which  has  to  be  treated  with  the  sewage  causes  a certain  amount 
of  difficulty,  as  the  colour  cannot  be  taken  out  without  using  an 
excess  quantity  of  lime,  which  of  course  is  detrimental  to  the 
effluent. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  privy  middens  ...  9 

Number  of  pails  or  earth  closets  . 14 

The  above  are  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  where  it  is  not 
possible  to  connect  to  the  sewer.  The  remainder  of  the  closets 
in  the  town  are  water  closets. 
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Scavenging, 

The  ashbins  and  earth  closets  are  emptied  weekly,  and  the 
ashpits  as  required,  by  the  Councihs  workmen. 

During  recent  years  it  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain 
galvanised  ash  bins,  consequently  a great  number  of  boxes  and 
barrels  have  come  into  use.  This  is  a great  nuisance,  and  an 
endeavour  is  now  being  made  to  get  every  house  provided  with 
a proper  galvanised  dust  bin. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  is  taken  to  a tip  at  the  Council’s 
sewage  farm,  where  the  tins  are  sorted  out,  and  periodically 
crushed  and  sold,  and  the  waste  paper,  etc.  burned.  At  the 
present  time  new  boilers  are  being  installed  at  the  gas  works,  in 
the  furnaces  of  which  it  is  proposed  to  burn  the  town  refuse 
after  the  tins,  etc.,  have  been  sorted  out. 

Sanitary  inspection  of  the  District. 

560  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year,  this  in- 
cludes the  periodical  inspection  of  cow-sheds,  slaughter  houses, 
lodging  houses  and  dwellings. 

1 12  Informal  and  4 statutory  notices  have  been 
served.  These  latter  were  served  on  cases  where  informal 
notices  were  not  complied  with.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take 
any  legal  action. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled 
by  Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

There  were  two  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district  until 
December  21st,  when  the  “ Jolly  Bacchus  ” closed.  The 
numbers  of  lodgers  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

At  the  “ Jolly  Bacchus  ” . . . . 936 

At  the  “ Blue  Bell  ” 736 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  notices  with  respect  to  white- 
washing and  the  keeping  of  a horse  in  an  out-building  near  the 
Lodging  House.  Both  these  matters  were  attended  to  at  once. 

Other  Sanitary  Conditions  requiring  notice. 

Considerable  trouble  is  caused  in  cases  where  one  W.C. 
serves  three  or  four  houses,  the  closets  and  drains  are  constantly 
getting  blocked  up,  generally  through  wilful  neglect.  The 
Council  should  make  an  example  of  one  or  two  cases,  as  the 
tenants  do  not  realize  their  responsibility. 

There  are  still  a very  large  number  of  dogs  kept  in  the 
town,  though  perhaps  slightly  fewer  than  in  former  years.  They 
do  not  assist  in  keeping  the  town  clean.  The  nuisance  caused 
by  them  is  more  noticeable  in  the  inhabited  yards.  Without 
wishing  to  make  any  class  distinctions,  one  would  welcome  some 
means,  either  increased  taxation  or  some  form  of  legislation 
which  would  make  it  necessary  for  an  owner  to  show  that  his  dog 
really  served  some  useful  purpose,  and  that  he  had  sufficient 
space  to  accommodate  the  animal  properly. 


The  sooner  it  is  realised  by  the  general  public  that  infection 
is  carried  by  domestic  animals,  so  much  the  sooner  will  the 
general  health  improve.  It  is  a frequent  occurrence  to  find  a 
cat  or  a kitten  on  the  bed  of  a patient  in  the  last  stages  of 
consumption,  and  in  the  cot  of  a sick  child. 

Schools. 

The  Schools  were  inspected  and  found  in  a satisfactory 
sanitary  condition ; slight  defects  discovered  were  immediately 
rectified.  The  water  supply  of  all  the  schools  is  satisfactory. 

As  will  be  seen  in  a later  section,  there  was  no  epidemic 
of  any  of  the  zymotic  diseases  (except  influenza)  during  the 
year,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  close  the  schools  on  this  ac- 
count. 


FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

There  is  an  ample  supply  of  wholesome  milk  produced  in 
the  district ; and  the  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  are 
periodically  inspected  and  kept  in  a clean  condition.  Any  work 
required  to  be  done  is  readily  undertaken  by  the  owners. 

During  igiq,  i r samples  of  milk  were  taken  in  the  Hinckley 
Urban  District  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Police.  One  of 
these  samples  was  certified  deficient  in  milk  fat,  and  the  vendor 
was  prosecuted  and  fined  £3  ics.  6d.  Another  presecution  was 
made  last  year,  and  the  vendor  was  fined  £2  12s.  6d.,  but  the 
sample  was  taken  in  1918  . 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. 

It  has  been  made  public  that  any  mothers  of  children 
coming  within  the  scope  of  the  order  should  make  application 
at  the  Infant  welfare  Centre,  upon  which  application  their 
cases  would  be  inquired  into.  But  owing  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  an  ample  supply  of  milk  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  that 
there  is  no  poverty  amongst  this  class  in  the  district,  it  has  not 
been  found  necessary  to  take  any  further  action. 

Bakehouses. 

Bakehouses  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  found 
quite  satisfactory,  and  no  action  has  been  necessary  during  tin 
year. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  seven  licensed  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  town,  and 
these  are  kept  in  good  and  clean  condition.  But  being  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  inspection  whilst  cattle  are  being 
slaughtered  is  very  difficult. 
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The  question  whether  a combined  slaughter  house  in  a 
convenient  position,  under  your  Council’s  control,  should  be 
erected  is  worthy  of  consideration.  It  would  simplify  inspec- 
tion, tend  more  to  cleanliness,  and  also  would  do  away  some- 
what with  the  temptation  to  keep  pigs  near  the  slaughter 
houses,  some  of  which  are  in  the  central  portions  of  the  town. 

During  the  year,  80  lbs.  of  mutton  imported  into  the  town 
were  condemned  on  arrival  owing  to  its  condition.  One  cow 
slaughtered  in  the  town  was  prohibited  for  use  as  human  food 
en  mass  on  account  of  Tuberculosis,  and  515  lbs.  of  rabbits 
were  similarly  pronounced  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  on 
account  of  the  bad  condition  the  carcases  were  in. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  district  has  been  comparatively  free  from  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  notifi- 
cations received  was  128.  49  of  these  notifications  were  for 
diseases  which  were  previously  not  notifiable,  these  diseases 
being  Pneumonia  and  Malaria.  There  was  an  increase  of  34  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified.  The 
table  gives  the  diseases  and  number  of  cases 


following 


Diphtheria 5 

Erysipelas  5 

Scarlet  Fever  2 

Enteric  Fever 2 

Malaria 10 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  carriers  4 

Poliomyelitis 1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  1 

Pneumonia  10 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  ....  29 

Measles 6 

German  Measles  1 

Tuberculosis 52 


128 

To  take  the  particular  diseases  : — 

Diphtheria. 

One  of  these  5 cases  proved  fatal.  This  one,  together  with 
3 others,  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Plospital.  Throat  swabs 
and  antitoxin  are  always  kept  in  stock  by  the  M.O.H.,  and  are 
available  on  request  for  local  practitioners.  Arrangements 
have  recently  been  made  by  the  County  Council  for  throat 
swabs,  together  with  other  clinical  material,  to  be  speedily 
examined  and  reported  upon  at  the  County  Laboratory  in 
Leicester.  Swabs  and  antitoxin  are  promptly  used  by  local 
practitioners. 
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Erysipelas. 

No  sanitary  defects  were  discovered  in  connection  with  the 
premises  occupied  by  these  persons,  neither  were  there  any 
deaths. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

One  of  these  cases  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
the  other  was  isolated  satisfactority  at  home.  Obviously  there 
were  no  return  cases. 


Enteric. 

One  of  these  cases,  which  was  undoubtedly  imported,  the 
man,  a Canadian,  falling  with  the  disease  two  days  after  land- 
ing at  Liverpool,  was  successfully  nursed  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  other,  which  was  a clinical  diagnosis,  was 
nursed  at  home.  No  source  of  infection  could  be  traced. 

Malaria. 

All  these  ten  cases  were  soldiers,  either  demobilised  or  on 
leave.*  No  primary  infection  was  reported. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis. 

The  first  case  of  this  disease  occurred  on  April  gth,  the 
patient  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Leicester; 
the  three  contacts  were  isolated  until  the  result  of  their  swabs 
were  obtained,  and  these  proved  negative. 

The  second  case  occurred  on  April  ioth,  a boy  of  6,  ill  for 
5 days,  removed  to  Leicester.  There  were  four  contacts,  two 
proved  positive  ; the  isolation  of  these  latter  two  was  continued 
until  swabs  were  negative.  One  proved  obdurate,  and  so  was 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  until  clear. 

The  third  case  occurred  in  June,  and  this  was  a child  who 
had  been  ill  for  a long  time,  and  eventually  .the  diagnosis  was 
made  by  a lumbar  puncture  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  whither  the 
child  had  been  sent  by  a Leicester  Physician  for  observation. 
On  receipt  of  the  report  the  contacts  were  isolated  and  swabbed  ; 
two  proving  positive  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
All  three  cases  recovered. 

In  doubtful  cases  of  this  or  any  similar  disease,  a 
Bacteriologist,  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the 
County  Council,  if  informed,  comes  over  to  investigate  the  case 
and  all  contacts,  and  to  suggest  the  necessary  action  that  should 
be  taken  to  deal  with  the  same. 

Pneumonia  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 

Ten  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified,  seven  of  which 
proved  fatal.  Twenty-nine  cases  of  Influenzal  Pneumonia  were 
notified,  and  nine  of  these  died,  giving  a mortality  of  31  per 
cent,  for  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 
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Of  the  cases  notified  as  Pneumonia,  the  age  and  sex  distri- 
bution of  the  fatal  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


2 years  of  age  to  5 
40  „ 50  ... 

50  „ „ 6o  ... 


Male 

3 

1 

o 


Fema'e. 

2 

0 

1 


Thus  the  mortality  of  this  disease  was  not  as  high  as  it  appears. 
The  five  cases  in  children  were  all  certified  as  Broncho- 
pneumonia. Bronchitis  in  children  may  go  on  to  Broncho- 
pneumonia, and  most  probably  it  is  only  those  that  are 
dangerously  ill  that  the  medical  man  notifies. 

As  regards  the  Influenzal  Pneumonia  fatal  cases,  the  age 
and  sex  distribution  is  given  by  this  table  : — 


Age 

10  years... 

20  years  to  30  . 
30  „ 40  .. 

40  .,  50  .. 

50  „ 60  .. 

Over  60 


Male.  Female. 
I O 

0 1 

3 o 

: o 

1 1 

o 1 


Small-Pox. 


No  cases  were  reported.  It  is  indeed  fortunate  that  there 
has  been  no  source  of  infection  in  the  district,  as  in  the  event 
of  this  ailment  getting  a foothold,  it  would  probably  spread  like 
wildfire  amongst  such  an  unprotected  (unvaccinated)  community 
even  making  allowance  for  the  men  who  were  vaccinated  in 
the  army. 


Cases  of  indirect  contacts  of  small  pox,  plague  or  any  other 
infectious  disease  on  vessels  arriving  in  this  country  from  the 
East  or  elsewhere  are  notified  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
are  kept  under  observation  until  the  period  of  incubation  is  past. 

No  vaccinations,  primary  or  re-vaccinations  were  performed 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health 
(Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

No  cases  of  the  other  diseases,  that  became  notifiable  to- 
gether with  Pneumonia  and  Malaria  under  the  regulations  of 
January  7th,  1919,  that  is  to  say  Trench  Fever  and.  Dysentery, 
were  notified. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES— Influenza. 

Influenza  invaded  the  town  in  February  and  lasted  till 
April.  As  the  disease  is  not  notifiable,  it  is  impossible  to  state 
the  number  of  cases,  but  there  wTere  a large  number,  running 
into  hundreds.  There  were  14  deaths  attributable  to  this 
disease. 

These  deaths  occurred  between  February  21st  and  April 
23rd,  inclusive,  and  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Week  ending  Feb.  22,  1;  Mar.  1,  2;  Mar.  8,  o;  Mar.  15,  1 ; 
Mar.  22,  o ; Mar.  29,  2 ; April  5,  1 ; April  12,  3 ; April  19,  o ; April  26, 
3- 
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1 have  dealt  under  Pneumonia  with  those  in  which  that 
complication  proved  the  fatal  element.  Of  the  remaining  5,  2 
were  males,  aged  38  and  40,  and  heart  disease  and  hyper  pyrexia 
are  given  as  the  contributory  causes  of  death.  The  three 
females  were  aged  16,  17  and  21;  diarrhoea  is  described  as  the 
contributory  cause  in  one,  exhaustion  in  another,  and  no  other 
cause  than  Influenza  is  given  in  the  third. 

The  coughs  developed  amongst  the  non  fatal  cases  lasted 
in  many  individuals  for  some  considerable  time,  and  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  have  occurred  which  are  attributed  to  that  cause. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  bills  were  printed  dealing  with 
preventive  measures  and  posted  all  over  the  town,  and  handbills 
were  distributed. 

The  public  were  advised  to  avoid  overcrowding  in 
dwellings  and  places  of  amusement.  Persons  attacked  were 
advised  to  lie  up  and  isolate  themselves. 

Medical  assistance  was  given  to  all  cases  requiring  it,  and 
when  complications  did  arise  the  District  Nurse  was  always 
willing  to  help  with  her  services. 

No  places  of  entertainment  nor  schools  were  closed. 

As  regards  the  disease  itself,  no  great  advance  seems  to 
have  been  made  in  our  knowledge  of  it.  The  bacteriology  still 
seems  to  be  obscure.  The  incubation  period  was  from  2 days 
to  a week,  but  most  generally  the  shorter  period,  and  the  mode 
of  spread  was  in  most  cases  direct  contact. 

Other  Infectious  non-notifiable  Diseases. 

Scabies  (itch)  was  unfortunately  very  common  during  the 
year,  particularly  the  second  half  of  the  year;  undoubtedly  the 
infection  was,  in  most  cases,  brought  by  returning  soldiers.  It 
was  not  necessary  to  advise  any  steps  to  be  taken  under  your 
authority.  But  the  large  number  of  houses  which  do  not  possess 
a bath  room  made  the  disease  hard  to  treat. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

52  fresh  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year 
composed  as  follows:  — 


Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  48 

,,  ,,  glands  _ 1 

,,  „ conjunctiva  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  meninges  2 


One  death  was  certified  as  due  to  tuberculous  meningitis 
but  was  not  •notified. 

The  large  number  of  lung  cases  notified^  as  compared  with 
r 6 in  1918  and  24  in  1917  does  not  mean  that  the  disease  is 
any  more  prevalent  but  that  oases  are  being  diagnosed,  notified 
and  treated  earlier,  al,sb  7 of;  these  cases  occurred  in  returned 
soldiers  in  whom  the  foundation  of  tliei  disease  was  in  most  cases 
laid  bv  being  “gassed.”' 
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I give  the  sexes  and  occupations 

in  tabular  form  to  a cer- 

tain  extent. 

Males.  Females. 

Returned  Soldier© 

7 

Engaged  in  Hosiery  Trade 

4 1 8 

Engaged  in  Boot  and  Shoe 

2 2 

Engaged  in  Housework 

6 

The  remaining  6 males  to  make  a total  of  1 9 were  occupied 
as  a Postman,  a Fishmonger,  a Labourer,  a Baker,  a Pailway 
Checkman, , and  a boy  of  school  agte. 

The  females,  3 in  number  to  make  a total  of  29  were  a 
Box  Maker,  (this  case  damei  from  Leicester  to-  die  here  and 
really  should  have  been  transferred  to  that  borough),  a Shop 
Assistant,  and  a Needle  Maker. 


The  age  incidence  was  as  foPows:  — 


Age  5-15 

15-20 

20  30 

30-40 

40-50 

Over  50 

Males  1 

3 

5 

6 

4 

— 

Females  1 

6 

12 

6 

2 

2 

As  regards  employment  if  we  compare  as  far  as  we  can  the 
boot  and  hosiery  trade,  we  find  that  of  the  765  employed  in. 
boot  trade  who  reside  in  your  district,  4 were  notified  as  suffer- 
ing from  this  disease,  giving  0.520/0;  whereas  if  we  take  the 
figure  of  3570  as  representing  those  cm  ploy  ed,  in  the  hosiery 
trade  resident  in  the  town,  then  22  notifications  will  give  us 
0.6 1 0/0,  a,  higher  figure  than  that  of  the  boot  trade.  Unfort- 
unately our  figures  are  not  of  much  value  as  there  ape  a consid- 
erable proportion  of  the  employ eejs;  of  both  trades  who  do  not 
reside  in  Hinckley  Urban  District,  and  who  therefore  would  not 
be  notified  to  me  if  they  were  victims  of  the  disease.  That  the 
female  sex  is  more  liable  to  the  disease  seams  evident  when  we 
allow  for  the  difference  in  the  numbers!  of  the  sexes  employed. 
No  object  would  be  served  by  entering  into  mathematical 
details. 

Thirteen  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year1  as  due  to 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  (there  is  no  record  of!  the  deaths  due 
tO'  the  Pulmonary  complaint  fast  year  so  comparison  is  imposs- 
ible.) this  disease  thus  account®  for  7.60/01  of  the  deaths. 

Of  these  13.  7 were  notified  in  1919,  3 in  1918,  gind  2 
111  1917,  and  of  one  I ban  find  no-  record  of  notification.  Again 
1 give  tire  employment,  age  and  sex  in  tabular  form. 

Males.  Females. 

Hosiery  3 (aged  34,  44,  52)  5 (aged  16,  18,  21,  30,  32) 

Boot  & Shoe  2 ( ,,  18,  45)  o 

Box  Maker  o 1 ( ,,  23) 

(Imported) 

Housework  o 2 ( ,,  21,  53) 

Taking  the-  same  figures  as  before  this  gives  0.260/0  for 
the  boot  and  shoe  trade,  and  0.2 2 0/0  for  the  hosiery  trade,  which 
• is  in  opposition  to  the  result  arrived  at  when  comparing  the 
notifications  for  the  two  trades. 
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No  action  has  been  taken  to  secure  prompt  notification  of 
tho  disease.  I do  not  consider  that  it  is  necessary  to  advise 
that  any  should  be. 


The  County  Council  deal  with  the  treatment  of  most  of 
the  cases  suffering  from  this  disease.  Suitable  (sufficiently 
early)  cases  are  treated  fin  Sanatoria.  The  Tuberculosis  officer 
will  always  consult  with  any  medical  practitioner  over  doubtful 
cases,  either  at  the  local  Dispensary  or  at  the  patient’s  own 
home. 

A perusal  of  the  lannual  report  of  the  county  medical  officer 
will  show  the  satisfactory  resultis  so'  far  obtained. 


At  present  there  is  no  satisfactory  arrangement  for  the 
treatment  of  Surgical  Tuberculosis  cases  in  children  which 
require  dressings,  as  regard  Sanatorium  or  Convalescent  home 
treatment. 


Again  difficulty  arises  with  the  returned  “ cured  ” cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  who  -are  almost  all  advised  to  seek  an 
out  of  door  occupation.  It  is  very  difficult  for  them  to  comply 
in  many  eases  with  the  advice. 

~J  « 

Finally  there  is  the  problem'  of  the  end  cases,  these  arc 
of  course  very  infectious. 


All  cases  notified  have  been  visited,  and  the  health  visitor 
under  the  Leicestershire  County  Council  has  also!  given  a full 
report  of  all  the  conditions,  sanitary  and  otherwise,  in  connec- 
tion with  them. 

All  defects  in  the  dwellings  have  as  far  as  possible  been 
remedied. 

Your  council  still  continue  to  supply  disinfectants  for  all 
houses  requiring  the  same,  iand  the  house  is  always  disinfected 
after  the  source  of  the  infection,  has  been  removed. 


Patients  and  contacts  are  given  instruictions  as  to<  the  pre- 
cautions to  be  observed  to  reduce  the  .possibility  of  infection  to 
a minimum. 

I understand  it  has  been  publicly  stated  in  a lecture  on 
Health  Hints  at  Hinckley  that  the  mortality  and  incidence  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  greater  in  your  district  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  County.  I wish  to  emphatically  deny  this 
statement.  The  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  hard 
to  arrive  at.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  states  in 
his  report  for  1918  that  the  notification  returns  are  totally  un- 
reliable, also  1 have  no  means  of  comparing  these.  As  regards 
the  mortality  I append  the  following  table,  which  I have  com- 
piled from  the  figures  given  by  the  County.  Medical  Officer  in 
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his  report  for  igi8,  the  latest  one  to  hand,  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  statement  is  certainly  not  true  : — 


ASHBY-De-La-ZOUCH  U.D. 

ASHBY  WOLDS  U.D. 

COALVILLE  U.D. 

HINCKLEY  U.D. 

LOUGHBOROUGH  U.D. 

MARKET  HARBOBOUGH  U.D. 
MELTON  MOWBRAY  U.D. 

OADBY  U.D. 

QUORNDON  U.D 

SHEPSHED  U.D. 

THURMASTON  U.D. 

WIGSTON  MAGNA  U.D. 

HINCKLEY  R.D. 


Population 

for  Death  Rate 

Total  Deaths. 

1 M* . 

Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culous Deaths. 

Percentage  of  7 ^ 

Total  Deaths,  cro 

® pr 

3 3 

c 2 

Deaths  per  1,000  g g 

of  Population. 

* 1 

4103 

63 

4 

6*3 

0Q7 

2SOI 

38 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 900  5 

3°9 

1 6 

5 2 

084 

12857 

171 

16 

93 

124 

2204  s 

383 

44 

1 r4 

i*99 

7977 

126 

1 1 

87 

1-50 

80  j 4 

M3 

10 

69 

1*24 

2148 

40 

4 

100 

r86 

2182 

48 

6 

12*5 

274 

4757 

69 

12 

1 7*4 

2*52 

1891 

37 

3 

8*i 

1*58 

7437 

j 20 

9 

7*5 

I '2  I 

12631 

179 

27 

150 
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Venereal  Disease. 

These  are  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council.  There  is  a 
strong*  local  committee  dealing*  with  propaganda  work.  I take 
the  opportunity  of  again  making  public  a fact  which  cannot  be 
too  ‘widely  known  that  sufferers  from  these) '‘diseases  can  obtain 
treatment  on  up  to  dale  lines,  free  of  charge,  with  absolute 
secrecy  at  the  Leicester  Infirmary,  and  that  if  so  poor  as  to  be 
unable  to  afford  their  Railway  fare,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  empowered  to  advance  it  toi  them. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


This  centre  is  also  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council;  but  it  is  dependent  on  thei  voluntary  hel'p  of  a num- 
ber of  ladies,  who  are  mostly  very  regular  in  their  weekly 
attendance,  their  enthusiasm  being  stimulated  by  energies  of 
the  President  of  the  local  committee.  The  babies  are  system- 
atically weighed  by  the  health  visitor.  The  health  visitor  also 
visits  in  their  homes  and  supervises  the  feeding'  etc.  of  any  that 
are  very  delicate  or  making  poor  progress.  Of  course  she  also 
visits  the  house  when  any  birth  takes  place,  as  all  such  are 
notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 


At  the  Welfare  Centre  lectures  are  given  weekly, 
entertainments  are  provided,  and  the  tea  is  much  appreciated 
by  the  mothers  and  grand  mothers.  Those  are  gradually  being 
educated  as  to  how  to-  handle  and  feed  their  infants. 

Glaxol  and  Virol,  and  infant  clothing  are  provided  at 
wholesale  cost  price. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  infant  welfare,  it  is  as  well 
to  remark  that  there  are  some  mothers  who  are  too  inclined  to  try 
one  patent  food  after  another  ion  the  advice  of  some  other  mother 
who  has  had  a fortunate  experience  with  that  particular  brand 
of  food. 

Similarly  “ Comfy  ” land  “ Daffy  ” are  isitill  used  to  too  large 
an  extent  instelad  of  removing  the  cause  of  the  disturbance, 
which  makes  the  mother  seek  the  quietening  effect  of  the 
drugs,  the  former  is  advertised  as  containing  morphia,  the  latter 
I have  not  actually  come  across. 

The  attendances  at  the  welfare  are  as  a rule  about  60 
mothers  and  babies  and  a larger  'number  of  older  children.  The 
premises  at  present  in  use  are  not  adequate,  the  main  room  117 
which  the  mothers,  and  babies  sit  for  tea,  lectures  and  enter- 
tainments is  'not  large  enough;  the  atmosphere  becomes  vitiated; 
a similar  complaint  may  be  made  about  the  room  down  stairs 
where  the  larger  children  play.  There  is  not  sufficient 
accommodation  for  the  perambulators.  The  suggestion  of  two 
djayfsi  a week  would  not  b|a  a success,  in  the  first  place  it  would 
be  difficult  to-  gje,t  a second  set  of  suitable  voluntary  workers, 
and  also  the  patronisers  of  the  different  days  would  always' 
be  holding  comparisons  and  changing  from  one  day  to  another 
or  trying  to  do-  so.  There  is  at  present  no  local  institution  for 
the  reception  of  the  expectant  mother. 

Young  children  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  taken  to 
the  Cottage  Hospital. 

When  dealing  with  notifiable  diseases  it  was  noticed  that 
no  cases  of  puerperal  fever  was  reported,  fine  death  is  assigned 
to  parturition,  but  the  only  onje  which  I (cfanl  find  from  the  local 
registrar’s  returns  is  mi scarr  lagei-eev ere  anaemia. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified,  which 
made  a (perfect  recovery,  there  remaining  noi  defect  of  vision  in 
either  eye.  owing  to  prompt  and  energetic  treatment. 

Measles. 

MEASLES  was  hot  prevalent  during  the  year,  the  six 
cases  notified  occurred  in  June  and  July.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

Whooping-Cough. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  also  was  not . very  prevalent,  one 
death  was  attributed  to  this  disease. 
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Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

EPIDEMIC  DIARRHOEA.  This  disease  was  remarkable 
for  its  .absence.  The  death  of  \o.ne  infant  was  ascribed  to 
“Catarrhal  Enteritis.” 


Poliomyelitis. 

POLIOMYELITIS.  One  (case  was  notified  and  made 
an  excellent  recovery,  no  paralysis  or  wasting  being  noticeable 
in  any  limb. 

Under  the  circumstances  no  action  was  required  for  these 
or  any  other  diseases  of  parturient  women  or  infants. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 


Year  191-9.  Hinckley  Urban  District. 


L.G.B.  General  Order.  (13  Dec.  1910) — Duties  of 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Art.  XX.  (16). 

TOTAL  No.  of  Inspections  made  for  all  purposes  560. 

„ „ „ Notices  served  itc;  (Informal  108:  Statutory 

4- 

,,  ,,  ,,  Summonses  issued  nil. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Convictions  obtained  nil. 


COMPLAINTS  TOTAL  No.  received  during  the  year  59. 


General  Sanitary  Work. 


Premises,  houses,  etc.  No.  inspected  3 

Nuisances  abated  3 

Pool,  ditch,  gutter.  No.  inspected  4 

watercourse  ...  Nuisances  abated  4 

Animals  improperly  No.  inspected  2 

kept  ...  ...  Nuisances  abated  2 

Privies  (middens  ...  No.  of  new  provided  nil 

No.  existing  repaired  ,, 

No.  converted  to  pails  ,, 

No.  converted  to  w.c.’s  ,, 

Pails  or  earth  closets  No.  of  new  provided  nil 

No.  converted  to  w.c.’s  ,, 

Water  closets  No.  of  new  provided  nil 

No.  converted  from  dry  receptacles  ,, 

No.  supplied  with  water,  repaired 
or  otherwise  improved  3 5 
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Ashpits 


Ashbins 

Cesspools 


Drain,  drain-taps,  etc. 

Smoke  nuisances 

Offensive  accumulat- 
ions 

Insanitary  houses 
Public  II<  al'h  Act , 

1875  


Overcrowding* 

All  other  insanitary 
conditions  not  in- 
cluded in  above  ... 

Common  lodging* 
houses 


Offensive  trades 


Slaughter  houses 


Food — diseased,  un- 

sound, etc. 


Infect io  us  diseases 
and  disinfection... 


No.  of  new  provided  nil 

No.  converted  to  ashbins  nil 

No.  of  new  provided  10 

No.  rendered  impervious,  repaired, 
cleansed,  &c.  3 

No.  abolished  and  drains  connected 

to  sewer  nil 

No.  inspected  1 3 

Nuisances  abated  1 3 

No.  of  observations  1 

Nuisances  abated  1 

No.  inspected  5 

Nuisances  abated  5 

No.  inspected  nil 


No.  cleansed,  lime-washed,  repaired, 


etc.  ,, 

No.  condemned 

No . closed  , , 

No.  of  houses  inspected  1 

Nuisances  abated  1 

No.  inspected  1 5 

Nuisances  abated  1 5 


No.  registered  2 until  Dec.  21st, 

when  1 closed. 
No.  of  inspections  made  8 

No.  of  contraventions  found  2 


No.  established  nil 

No.  of  premises  inspected  ,, 

No.  of  contraventions  of  bye-laws 

(urban)  ,, 

No.  in  district  (rural) 

No.  “licensed”  (urban)  7 

No.  “ registered  ” (urban)  7 

No.  of  inspections  of  premises  33 

No.  of  contraventions  of  bye-laws 

(urban)  nil 

No.  of  (seizures  4 

No.  of  summonses  issued  nil 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  ,, 

No.  of  parcels  of  food  surrendered  ,, 

No.  of  houses  affected  79 

No',  of  houses  inspected  92 

(Total  number  of  inspections  made 

in  this  connection  92 

No.  of  house  rooms  disinfected  3 1 
No.  of  school  rooms  disinfected  4 

Lots  of  clothing  disinfected.  All 
clothing  disinfected  with  the 
rooms. 

Lots  of  clothing*  destroyed  2 

Is  there  a steam  disinfector  avail- 
able? Yes  at  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Water  supply 


nil 


Lanai  Boa's  Acts 


No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 
No.  condemned 
No.  of  wells  closed 
No.  of  wells  cleansed,  repaired, 
etc. 

No,  of  Instances  in  which  the  public 
supply  was  substituted  for  the 
well 

No.  of  cisterns  cleansed,  repaired, 
etc. 

No.  of  cistern  waste  pipes  discon- 
nected from  the  drain 

No.  of  canal  boats  registered 
No.  of  inspections  made.  Frequent 
visits  were  paid  to  the  canal  but 
only  two  boats  were  found. 

No.  of  contraventions  found 
No.  of  proceedings  issued 


? > 


? J 


nil 


nil 

nil 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders,  1885 — 1889. 


Premises 


Water  supply 


Have  Regulations  been  adopted? 
Has  a Veterinary  Inspector  been 
appointed? 

No.  dairymen,  etc.  (milk- sellers) 
in  the  District? 

No.  of  these  registered  ( Order  of 
1885,  Sec.  6,  (1),  (2) 

No.  of  inspections  of  their  premises 
No.  of  Dairymen,  etc.  (butter  and 
chen  remake rs)  in  the  district 
( Older  of  1885,  Sac.  6 (5),  (6) 
No.  of  inspections  of  their  premises 
No.  on  register 
No.  of  inspections  made 
No.  of  inspections  during  milking 
time 

No.  of  contraventions  of  the  Reg- 
ulations found 

No.  of  premises  found  to  require:  — 

(а)  Cleansing,  etc. 

(б)  Structural  or  sanitary  im- 
provements (to  include  want 
of  impervious  paving  of 
yards  and  cowshed  floors, 
etc. 

No.  of  these  requirements  (a  and  b) 
carried  out 


No 


34 

34 

68 


4 

34 

68 

6 

nil 


18 


nil 


18 


No.  of  premises  deriving  water 


supply  from  wells  8 

No.  of  samples  of  such  water  taken 

for  analysis  nil 

Results  of  these  analyses: 

( а ) Good  ,, 

(б)  Passable  ,, 

(c)  Condemned  ,, 
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Legal  Proceedings 


No.  of  summonses  issued  under  the 

Orders  and  Regulations  nil 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  nil 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 

This  work  is  still  m obeyance. 


Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

Workshops  ... 


Bakehouses  only 
Homework  . . . 


Legal  proceedings  ... 


No.  on  register  (to  include  bake- 
houses ) 5 1 

No.  of  nuisances  abated  3 

No.  on  register  13 

No.  of  nuisances  abated  nil 

No.  of  outworkers,  half  year  ending 

March  122 

No.  of  houses,  half  year  ending 

September  134 

No.  of  infected  ditto  nil 

No.  of  summonses  issued  nil 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  nil 


General  Information. 


What  arrangement  s 

are  in  oper  ation  for 
the  disinfection  of: 


(a)  Formalin  tablets.  Sulphur  Candles, 
Carbolic  Acid  and  Kerol  provided. 
All  disinfecting  carried  out  bv 
Council’s  staff. 


Articles  of 

(&) 

ditto 

Clothing  in 

steam  dis- 

clothing,' 

infected  at 

Isolatior) 

0) 

Bedding? 

Hospital. 

(c) 

ditto 

ditto 

What 

fumigant  is 

Formal 

in  and 

Sulphar. 

used  for  (a)  ? 

After  fumigation  is  Occasionally  if  case  demands  it. 
it  the  general  prac- 
tice to  thoroughly 
cleanse,  and  strip 
the  wall- paper  ? 


Have  building  bye- 
laws been  adopted 
for  the  whole  dis- 
trict— if  not,  for 
what  (rural)  par- 
ishes? 


Yes. 


J.  PI.  DONNELL, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


J.  S.  FEATHERSTON, 


hisp&cior  of  Nuisances. 
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Hospital  Accommodation  lor  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  accommodation  in  the  newly  built  Isolation  Hospital 
is  40  beds.  This  is  ample  lor  local  requirement.  The  ad- 
ministration or  this  hospital  lias  now  passed  to  the  Leicestershire 
Hospital  Committee.  The  job-master  with  whom  the  contract* 
is  made  for  removal  of  patients  toi  the  hospital  is  not  as  yet  on 
the  telephone. 

There  are  twoi  Small  Pox  Hospitals  belonging  to  the 
Leicestershire  Small  Pox  Committee,  at  Snarestone  and  Syston, 
and  these  are  kept  in  absolute  readiness  to  receive  patients  at 
practically  a 'moment’s  notice. 

There  was  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  from  your 
district  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  4 1 death 

Enteric  1 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Cerebro  Spinal  3 

Meningitis  Carriers 

8 cases  were  admitted  front  the  Rural  District,  with  2 
deaths.  (Influenza  and  Diphtheria) 

Arrangements  for  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

I have  stated  in  an  earlier  part  of  the  report  that  a 
Countv  Laboratory  has  now  been  inaugurated  at  Leicester  for 
the  speedy  examination  of,  and  report  on,  Throat  swabs, 
Sputum  (for  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  other  organisms),  Widal’s, 
Wassermanns  and  any  other  chemical  material.  Sputa  can  be 
sent  to  the  local  Dispensary  whence  they  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  Laboratory. 


HOUSING. 


I do  not  consider  that  this  portion  of  my  report  merits  a 
separate  volume;  therefore  I am  submitting  it  with  my  Annual 
Report. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  3,100 
The  number  for  working  classes  2,800 

Six  houses  for  the  working  classes  are  at  the  present 
moment  in  course  of  erection,  there  were  none  completed  last 
year. 

Population  1911  census  12,838,  estimated  for  1919  at 
14,500. 

It  is  estimated  that  400  houses  are  urgently  required,  100 
of  which  it  is  anticipated  will  be  built  by  private  enter  pri  se  . 
The  Council  have  a scheme  for  the  erection  of  300  new  houses’ 
during  the  next  three  years. 
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There  are  probably  ioo  cases  of  overcrowded  houses,  but 
as  there  is  no  alternative  accommodation,  either  in  the  district 
or  in  the  neighbouring  towns  or  villages,  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  take  action,  except  to  see  that  the  proper  separation 
of  the  sexes  is  provided  for. 


106  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  are  not  considered  fit, 
and  cannot  be  made  lit  !for  habitation,  and  1 50  houses  are 
seriously  defective  but  can  be  made  habitable. 

As  new  houses  are  erected  and  occupied,  steps  will  be  taken 
to  close  those  which  are  not  and  cannot  be  made  fit  for 
habitation. 

When  it  is  possible  to  get  sufficient  labour  and  material.') 
without  interfering  with  the  erection  oif  new  houses,  notices 
will  be  served  under  the  provisions  of  the  housing  and  Town 
Planning  Acts,  1909- 19  19,  calling  upon  the  owners;  of  defective 
property  to  make  the  houses  habitable. 


I beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

. 

, * • l 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  DONNELL, 

B.A.,  MiB.,  B.C.,  Cantab. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


March , 1920. 
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